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SHARK BAY COMMUNITY, SPORT AND RECREATION CENTRE — OPENING 

610. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Minister for Regional Development: 
I refer to the minister’s media statement of 16 September 2012 concerning the official opening in September of 
the $5.2 million Shark Bay Community, Sport and Recreation Centre paid for by the royalties for regions 
program and which he said opened on time.  

(1) Why did this centre close a few days after this government’s ministerial opening?  

(2) Why did the minister hold an opening for a building that was not fire safe?  

(3) What action has the minister taken concerning the $214 000 non-payment to Aboriginal-owned 
subcontractors Oakley Earthworks and Concrete Pty Ltd who were engaged to work on this project? 

(4) Why has the minister ignored letters and more than six phone calls from the subcontractors who have 
desperately attempted to discuss this matter with him?  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 
I thank the Leader of the Opposition for the question. 

(1)–(4) I am aware that the Shire of Shark Bay contracted its recreation centre to be built through funding 
available to it through the local government fund. The shire invited the government to attend the 
opening. Before the opening, the builder went into administration. They decided to — 

Mr M. McGowan: Attend the opening—you opened it!  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: They invited us to do the opening; we did that. The builder went into administration. There 
are now some contractual arguments happening around that. What needs to be put into perspective here is that 
there are thousands and thousands of projects happening across the length and breadth of regional Western 
Australia and metropolitan Perth. The opposition is quite right to come to Parliament and raise issues of concern. 
Contracts related to the Building the Education Revolution have also gone bad—builders have gone into 
administration and subcontractors have left without being paid. That is very disappointing. I welcome the fact 
that the Minister for Finance, Simon O’Brien, has now launched an inquiry. The Small Business Commissioner 
will investigate. Statutory declarations that maybe should not have been signed but were have been referred to 
police.  
In the case of the Shark Bay issue, I have been fully briefed. My director general has told me that he has 
personally worked to watch the resolution of this issue. The Leader of the Opposition is right: it is a royalties for 
regions–funded project through the country local government fund but it is being managed by the Shire of Shark 
Bay. The shire is managing the contract. It let the contract and it is in charge of it. If the Leader of the 
Opposition wants to keep coming to Parliament and raising these issues—as he can—he can, but I am aware of 
this issue. I am aware that the builder of the Shark Bay facility has gone into administration. If he wants to keep 
asking questions, we will stand up —  
Mr B.S. Wyatt: Why did that force the closure, minister? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Again, that is a question between the Shire of Shark Bay and the administrator. 

Mr M. McGowan: You funded it. You said you have been fully briefed.  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I am fully briefed.  

Mr M. McGowan: What is the answer—why did it close? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Because the building is not yet ready for handover from the builder. 

Mr M. McGowan: Why was it opened? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Because they invited us to the opening. The Shire of Shark Bay did the opening. 

Mr M. McGowan: Norman Moore opened it!  
Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Is the Leader of the Opposition attacking the Shire of Shark Bay for the management of the 
project?  
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Once again I am going to make this comment: the Leader of the Opposition has asked the 
question; the Minister for Regional Development is responsible to answer that question. He does not need any 
assistance in answering it and the Leader of the Opposition does not need any assistance in asking it.  
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Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I am aware of the issue. The Director General of the Department of Regional Development 
and Lands, Paul Rosair, has told me he is personally taking an interest in the resolution of that. I will continue to 
be briefed.  
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